Vasopressin in fetal sheep: a review.
Advance in fetal sheep surgery has allowed investigation of vasopressin physiology at the end of gestation (100 to 140 days). In the fetus of that age, vasopressin is present in the pituitary and in the blood. The hormonal secretion is stimulated by hypotensive and hyperosmolar stimulus. Hypoxemia is also reported as being a potent stimulus of vasopressin secretion and may have an important effect on blood pressure control.